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No matter what/where/how often/far/fast you ride, we welcome you to join us in motorcycling fellowship.

Madison BMW Club
P.O. Box 7511
Madison, WI 53707

www.madisonbmwclub.org

President: Steve Huber
(608) 242-1873
id . lisont |

Rally Chair: Bert Hefty
(608) 862-3671

VP: Tom Van Horn
(608) 238-5181

Secretary: JT Wagner
(608) 222-3758

Treasurer: John Ong
(608) 222-6489

Activities: Todd Herbst and
Betty Bruun

(608) 441-8839

Editors: Mary & Roger Klopp
(608) 877-0209

2036 Barber Dr.

Stoughton WI 53589

itor@madisonbmweclub.or

Meetings (usually) on first Sundays
of the month at 9AM

Next meeting:
Sunday April 7,
9:00 AM at Maple Tree
Restaurant, McFarland.

Don’t forget to change
your clocks-Daylight
Saving Time beqgins 4/7.

The Prez Sez:

By Steve Huber

| hope this issue of the Mail
Boxer finds you and your bike
out there enjoying the Wisconsin
spring (and not buried up to our
whazoos in a late spring
snowfall). While taking those
first rides, don’t forget to be
careful out there. Remember,
even though the mild winter
resulted in more bikes out and
about than usual, those cagers
aren’t used to sharing the road
with you.

From Florida is a report of two
riders killed when a woman rear-
ended them, and then
proceeded to drive away with
the bike embedded in her SUV
(emphasis added by me). She
stopped only when the bike set
her SUV on fire!
(http://www.amadirectlink.com/
releases/flcrash.asp)

Another report comes from
Michigan, where a judge
sentenced a guy to 90 days in
jail and two years probation for
causing a fatal accident. The
judge was quoted "The driving in
this case was the kind almost
anyone would have done,"” Judge
H. David Soet said, according to
the Grand Rapids Press.
"Anyone who has practiced law
in this city for over 30 years, as
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| have, knows that people don’t
see motorcycles. They
somehow overlook them."
(http://www.amadirectlink.com
/news/90_days.asp)There you
have it, official dispensation to
run you over. Do be careful out
there, folks and wear that
safety gear.

Closer to home on the club
front it looks like plans for the
June club picnic are shaping up.
Club Chef Todd H has
volunteered to do the honors
again this year and has great
plans. Look for the picnic news
elsewhere in this issue.

Rally planning and work
continues. Hopefully we’ll have
a sample rally pin available to
show at the April b’fast and a
rally status report for the
newsletter.

Steve’s Pet Projects is making
another appearance. I'd like to
redo our club information flyer
and include a membership app.
What I'm really interested in is a
member stepping forward to run
with this project. If you're
interested contact me.

Well, 'm heading out to the
garage to clean off the gunk
from my Spring ride. See you at
the April breakfast.

Prez Steve



charge is $15.00. So let’s have
a great rally.

Spring Fever
By Roger Klopp

Coming soon to a town near you
is nature’s annual rebirth, an
event eagerly anticipated by all
hibernating North Country
motorcyclists through the dark
days of winter. Although we
were tricked by some false
starts and a surprise blizzard or
two, it’s only a matter of time
before spring fever breaks out in
earnest. March madness ends
where April foolishness begins.
If the condition persists, May-
hem is the inevitable result.

The best cure is to open the
garage door, dust off your

motorcycle, disconnect the
Battery Tender, check tire
pressures, gear up, and go for a
ride. However, don’t be an April
fool - please heed the safety
advice of Steve and Tom in their
columns this month. Also,
repeated below is a refresher
course in survival tips that may
have been forgotten over the
winter. Ride safe.

Words To Survive By

By Dave Thompson
BMW Owners of Nova Scotia

With the passing of the vernal
equinox, comes this annual
reminder from the BMW Owners
of Nova Scotia.

1. Know and believe that you are
invisible to all other drivers.
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2. When approaching any
intersection, assume cars
travelling in the opposite
direction are going to turn left
and run over you. Be prepared
to take evasive action.

3. ALWAYS-ALWAYS have an
escape route out of a situation
to avoid the consequences of
other people’s mistakes. Keep
looking for the gap that you can
use when someone else screws

up.

4. Adjust your speed to your
reaction time. At the end of a
tiring day it will be much longer
than it was on the way to work
at 8:00 AM, so ride with bigger
safety margins.

5. Check BOTH directions when
the light turns green. Someone
will run the red light, sooner or
later.

6. Drivers that are using their
car phones are not using their
brains. Watch out for them.

7. Mirrors are important. If they
don't show anything but your
elbows, buy some that do.
Always use your mirrors.

8. Use other people’s mirrors,
too. Look into the mirror of the
car in front of you. That way
you can see where they are
looking, and how attentive they
are. If you can see them,
chances are better that they
can see you.

9. Trucks and vans often have
a hard time checking their right
side blind spot. If you can't see
their mirrors, they can't see you
behind them.



10. Slippery oil, antifreeze, and
ATF look like water, particularly
in low light. Try to avoid all wet
spots, but if you can't, ride over
them smoothly.

11. Check under (behind) parked
cars. Those legs you see belong
to a child who may run out in
front of you.

12. Anticipate the moves of
other vehicles. Drivers don't
always use their turn signals in
traffic, but you MAY be able to
tell where they are going by
watching their heads turn just
before they change lanes.

13. Treat all metal surfaces -
train rails, bridge gratings,
manhole covers - with the
utmost respect. They offer very
little traction when dry, and
almost none when wet. Ride
over them as smoothly as
possible.

14. Ride in a gear that will allow
you to accelerate quickly if you
need to get out of a tight spot.

15. Never lose your temper
when riding....If you do, STOP,
take a breather, then resume
your ride.

16. Always be on the lookout
for, and expect, the unexpected.

17. Avoid racing with other
motorists.

18. IF YOU'RE NOT SURE, DON'T!
Cheers From Beautiful Berwick,
NS, The Apple Capital of the
World.

Tech Day in May

By Todd Erickson

For those members who were at
the February breakfast meeting
this will be somewhat of a
rehash, but here goes anyway as
there has been a change in the
date. | would like to borrow an
event from the Airhead Beemer
Club, aka ABC, which is their
tech day. Traditionally, if you
follow the Airmail as an Airhead,
these days consist of
beemerphiles getting together
to wrench on their own and each
other's bikes.

| see this as a great opportunity
to get together on a Saturday to
share wrenching tips, have a
grill-out, and generally just get
to know each other and our
motorcycles a little bit better.
(The occasional barley-pop and
dirty joke doesn't hurt either!!).

This tech day will be basic
tuning. We have semi-
knowledgeable brave individuals
who have volunteered to help
with your oilhead valve
adjustments, airhead carb
rebuild, throttle body synching,
external fuel filter changeover,
and possibly an old-school tire
changing class. These folks will
walk you through the tune-up
procedure of your choice.
Maybe you would like to switch
your fluids over to synthetics?
Perhaps you have never seen
where your air filter is and would
like to change it? Maybe you'd
like to remove that 12 o'clock
hitch that has developed in your
steering head bearings?
Surging? We can work on that
too. What we need is you.

We need you to show up with
your bike, parts, maintenance
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manuals, and any specialty tools
that you think would be

desirable. I will provide the
garage, grill, adult and non-
barleyed provisions, and

pertinent tools. If you just want
to sit out on the porch and
drink lemonade that's fine too.
This will be at our house, 420
Augusta St., Janesville, on May
11th. Show up no earlier than 7
AM and plan on being around
most of the day. Comments,
suggestions, questions, are
welcome at rllgsa@Yahoo.com
or call us at 608-741-0735 no
later than 9 PM please.

Birds of a Feather
Flock Together
for
The 18" Annual Wild
Goose Run

By Roger Klopp

By now you must have seen and
heard the noisy squadrons of
migrating geese, their wings
pulsating like horizontally
opposed pistons. What saddle-
sore BMW  tourer doesn’t
secretly envy these iron butt
travelers? Their lives are one
endless rally season, bumming
from here to there with
compatible fellow travelers.
Like us, geese maintain a
formation that allows them to
look out for each other and
prevent collisions. As if heading
to a distant motorcycle rally,
both male and female geese
power off together and head
out for distant places.

Wild geese travel light and
maintain a brisk pace, just like



some riders | know. Habitual
wanderers, they stay in one
place long enough to assure the
continuation of their kind. Then
it’s on the road again. Geese
live das Zigeunerleben, the
Gypsy life. Who wouldn’t if they
could?

As  Wisconsin BMW  riders
celebrate the beginning of
another riding year, our paths
converge near the Horicon Marsh
flyway at The Wild Goose Run.
Like our kindred spirits, the wild
geese, many of us will gather

together on our way to a new
season of adventures and travel
to distant places.

This year’s 18%" annual Wild
Goose Run will be held April 21st
at the usual place, the Niles
(formerly Pyramid) Restaurant
on Hwy 33 east of Beaver Dam.
For $8 you will get a pretty
good (gourmet?) brunch and a
chance to win a door prize. See
Tom Van Horn at the April
meeting to reserve your ticket.
Like most years in the past, Tom
will lead a group departing from

Madison Motorsports to the
Goose Run. You can flock
together with birds of a feather
and prepare for the season’s
travels. So let’s get the flock
out of here and ride!

Dirty Birds
By Roger Klopp

This pair of BMW-riding
desperados has been spotted at
a number of rallies. They can
usually be  found Ilurking
wherever margaritas are being
served. Members of the
renegade bad-ass biker gang
who call themselves the Flaming
Ohs, they flaunt their 1
percenter ways and don’t care
what anyone thinks. Just look
at them - no helmets, a loud
pipe, and no protective clothing.
Hell, they’re not even wearing
anything at all!

Rumor has it that a stool pigeon
told the Flaming Ohs about the
Wild Goose Run. There is a
good chance they will attend
the event to establish their
place in the pecking order. It
could get ugly as feathers are
ruffled. Fowl deeds are a
possibility. You can bet the
Flaming Ohs will be wishing
nobody aviary nice day.

Special note: Our thanks to
Meredith Hassall for sending us
several versions of the flamingo
biker images. You can find
more on our club website. She
obviously had too much time on
her hands while looking for work
after graduation.




